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research reports, and occasional papers of length comprised between 20,000 and 60,000 words are also 
considered for publication. The present issue deals with religious martyrdom in late imperial and early 
republican China with a focus on Naqshbandi-Jahriyya Sufism. 
 
Ming Qing Studies is a yearly publication, both on line and in printed form, which continues the positive 
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imperial China and the broader geo-cultural area of East Asia during the premodern and modern period. 
Its scope is to provide a forum for scholars from a variety of fields seeking to bridge the gap between 
‘oriental’ and western knowledge. Articles may concern any discipline, including sociology, literature, 
psychology, anthropology, history, geography, linguistics, semiotics, political science, and philosophy. 
Contributions by young and post-graduated scholars are particularly welcome. 
 
Provided that the process of blind peer-review proceeds with no delay and the scrutiny of our experts 
confirms the scientificity, scholarly soundness and academic value of the author’s work, it is one of MQS’ 
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ensure a timely circulation of the author’s research outcomes without imposing hard limits on word 
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much longer. The average article length is 10.000-15.000 words, but long articles and notes on focused 
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Martyrdom and Frontier Banishment in the Official and Devotional Narratives of  anti-Qing 
Uprisings: The Case of  Jahri Sufi Women in 18-20th Century Gansu touches upon the 
intricacies of  religious martyrdom in late imperial and early republican China. 
By gendering the narratives of  antidynastic and sectarian dissent, this short 
monograph offers new interpretations of  the role of  female martyrs in the history 
of  heterodox rebellions, with special attention paid to the Sufi communities of  
the northwestern province of  Gansu. Based on an in-depth re-exploration of  
administrative materials on the rebellions of  Qianlong (r. 1735-96) and Tongzhi 
(1861-75) eras, as well as on previously overlooked hagiographic literature on a 
few influential Sufi patriarchs of  the Naqshbandi-Jahriyya order, it presents some 
salient cases that illustrate the patterns of  Muslim women exile, self-sacrifice and 
redemption across time, space and saintly lineages. In so doing, the work brings 
forth general considerations on the modalities of  Qing’s repression of  militant 
sectarianism and women’s participation in devotional movements.

Tommaso Previato holds a joint Ph.D. degree from Sapienza University of  Rome (Civilizations, 
Cultures and Societies of  Asia and Africa) and Minzu University of  China (School of  Ethnology 
and Sociology). He is an historically minded ethnologist who currently serves as Postdoctoral 
Fellow at Academia Sinica’s Institute of  History and Philology, and Assistant Editor at Ming 
Qing Studies. His research interests lie in the anthropology of  western China, in particular of  the 
so-called “Ethnic Corridors”, with a focus on religious networks and transmission of  heterodox 
cults. Some of  his findings relate to Sufi sectarianism in mid- and late-Qing Gansu, and broadly 
to the history of  Islam in China. More recently, he is taking on a new intellectual endeavor in 
the comparative study of  early modern heresies which is aimed at expanding the existing canon 
of  theories on witchcraft and ritual practice, as well as of  gender-based approaches to violence, 
fear and scapegoat making.
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