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Date: September, 2020

We are seeking contributions to an edited volume focusing on the concepts of ging (1#%) and jing
(3%) throughout Chinese literature, with a special emphasis on modern and contemporary
Chinese literature, by examining the environmental and ecological dimensions of such notions.
This volume sets out to explore the concepts of ging (1&) and jing (3&) in Chinese literature

from an ecocritical perspective.

In The Ecocriticism Reader, Cheryll Glotfelty defines Ecocriticism as “the study of the
relationship between literature and the physical environment,” whereas Lawrence Buell defines
ecocriticism as a “study of the relationship between literature and the environment conducted in

a spirit of commitment to environmentalist praxis.”

The two concepts of ging and jing may be analyzed on different temporal and semantic
coordinates. First, as duly pointed out by Cai and Wu (2019), ging 1% has been identified at the

core of Chinese thinking about literature, such that “lyrical tradition” becomes an encompassing
concept for many to distinguish Chinese literary tradition from its Western counterpart. The
concepts of ging and jing may indeed be analyzed as two separate semantic identities or as part
of a whole semantic unit: gingjing literature (f&% 3%, situated literature). Moreover, the two
concepts may be analyzed in a diachronic perspective, by providing a reinterpretation of
classical Chinese literary concepts, namely ging and jing, through a contemporary and ecocritic
lens; they may also be analyzed in a synchronic perspective by focusing on modern and
contemporary Chinese literature, in particular nature writing, ecofiction, and environmental

literature.

Over the last decade, numerous scholars have focused their research on nature writing in China,
and have attempted to extend ecocritical paradigms to fiction, poetry, drama, essays, and notes.
As emphasized by Yang (2013), Chinese modern and contemporary environmental writing
offers a unique aesthetic perspective toward the natural world. Such a perspective is mainly

ecological and allows human subjects to take a benign and nonutilitarian attitude toward nature.

An important aspect of environmental literature studies is the place that humanity occupies.

Human beings should not rule alone as the center of the world nowadays, as Michel Foucault



emphasized when he spoke about anthropocentrism. Indeed, Chinese literary ecology seems to
be based on an ecological-systemic holism from which all human behaviors should be closely
examined. Studying contemporary Chinese literature should thus transcend the scope of
dominant anthropocentrism (Yang 2013).

We believe that an international, dynamic, and interdisciplinary exploration of matters related
to ecocriticism, literary ecology, and environmental literary studies will provide valuable
insights for anyone who wishes to have a better understanding of the relationship between
humanity and nature, as well as our role and position within the natural realm. For this purpose,
we especially welcome contributions, based on different research methodologies (qualitative,

quantitative, corpus-based, case studies, etc.), including, but not limited to:

- Anthropocentrism

- Children’s environmental literature
- Climate change

- Climate literature

- Cultural ecology

- Ecological values

- Ecopedagogy

- Ecopoetics

- Ecosystems and imaginative texts
- Environmental literary criticism

- Human ecology

- Human perception of wilderness

- Literary ecology

- Nature writing

- Pastoralism

- Regionalism

- Relationship between literature and the physical environment
- Nativist literature

- Imagined landscapes and real lived spaces

Once we have a set of confirmed authors, we will make a formal proposal to our publisher. For
more information regarding our publisher please contact the editorial team. Please submit your

proposals, including a 300-word abstract, to the following address:

gingandjing2021@gmail.com



mailto:qingandjing2021@gmail.com

You will receive notifications of acceptance of abstracts on or before January 15, 2021. If your
proposal is accepted, you will be requested to submit a complete essay (approximately 8,000-
10,000 words) by the end of June 2021. All manuscripts will be subject to a blind peer-
review process before they are accepted for publication. More details on the paper
submission process will be provided once your proposal has been accepted. For any
further inquiries, please contact the editorial team at_gingandjing2021@gmail.com

Key deadlines are as follows:

- Abstract submission: January 10, 2021
- Initial confirmation with a title/abstract: January 15, 2021

- Expected first draft paper due to the editors: June 30, 2021
(approximately 8000-10,000 words.)
- Expected publication date: Autumn 2021

Submission language: English, Chinese (if accepted, we will take care of translating the
essay into English)

We look forward to your participation in this project.
Kind regards,
Riccardo Moratto (GDUFS)

Nicoletta Pesaro (Ca’ Foscari University)
Dikai Chao (NTHU)
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